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In 99-0458 the point is made that concatenation and continuation are not the same.  I appreciate the  examples and concede that they are and should remain different.

Also noted is that the draft already allows different quote symbols in concatenation groups.  COBOL 2000 is going to be a language made in heaven, even with its few shortcomings.

I do, however, take exception to the comments on the use of the word AND for the concatenation operator.  From the following quote is an example supposedly difficult to read because it's too wordy.

    <quote>

    Words in expressions are not always better than symbols.

    It's clear to me that

     A TIMES B DIVIDED BY C PLUS 3 MINUS D

    is more difficult to comprehend than

     A * B / C + 3 - D

    </quote>

The example "A TIMES B DIVIDED BY C PLUS 3 MINUS D" is not a valid COBOL statement.

The example "A * B / C + 3 - D" is only valid as a part of a COMPUTE statement.

The way this is done in readable COBOL is:

     MULTIPLY A TIMES B

         GIVING Z.

     DIVIDE Z BY C

         GIVING Z.

     ADD 3 TO Z.

     SUBTRACT D FROM Z.

This is far and above the most readable for those of us who do COBOL every day.

    <quote>

    AND is a COBOL logical operator.

    If I saw "A" AND "B", besides being more difficult to read than "A" & "B", my intuitive sense would be 

    that the result is the bits of "A" ANDed with the bits of "B".

    </quote>

Yes it is true that AND is a COBOL logical operator. That is all the more reason to use it as a concatenation operator.  People are already used to it.

The new B-AND operator is used for ANDing bits together. There is no confusion between this and AND.

The example "A" AND "B" is more readable than "A" & "B".

I request the COBOL committee to allow the word AND to be used as the concatenation operator.  In addition to using the symbol & if need be.  Let us who develop in COBOL every day pick that which is most readable to us.

